AIDE   TO   SIR   AUSTEN
an end. In a debate opened by Sir Archibald Sinclair on
3rd March, Sir Austen tried unsuccessfully to reconcile these
incompatible demands and reserved for the Government the
right to take further action, but before doing so * would call
the world to witness * how serious the complaints were and
give the Soviet one more chance to conform its conduct to
the ordinary rules of international life and comity. Accord-
ingly on ;8th March we find Sir Austen in Geneva making
capital for the Government out of the crisis in Anglo-
Soviet relations, and his Parliamentary Secretary in the
House scoring points on the theme of Troops for China
and Security for Britain.
Sir Austen wished to dispel the belief that Great Britain
was attempting to engineer a coalition against the Soviet
Government. British policy had remained unchanged since
Locarno and was summed up in one word, Peace. We never
sought to promote our own interests by fomenting trouble
between other countries. Eden for his part refused to accept
any definition of class distinction which would deprive any
citizen of the British Empire of the full rights of his citizen-
ship. e Citizenship has nothing to do with either class, creed,
or sect'. He inveighed against the Opposition's active inter-
ference in the crisis. He was afraid that, whatever the motive
for it might be, * it proved once more that the only way by
which an Opposition can assist the Government of the day
in carrying out its foreign policy in a time of difficulty is to
give it its loyal support within and without this House'.
This view has, on the whole, been exploited by Eden's
enemies with greater effect than by Eden himselfj and it is
a theme to which he has not often made such explicit refer-
ence. His contention was that * while these warring generals
have been at each other's throats, or rather prodding each
other with a rather leisurely bayonet, we have maintained
neutrality, and we are in no sense responsible for the anomaly
which has been bred by these contending armies.' In these
circumstances we should look to the lives of our nationals
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